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Our scope

Our Vision
Bega Valley Shire Council (BVSC) in partnership with Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire Coast (SJA) 
established the Bega Valley Community Disaster Relief Fund (the Fund) to accept donations that assist residents 
who have been affected by natural disasters that have significant community impact.

Our mission is to identify and financially assist people in the Bega Valley Shire who have suffered loss because of 
a natural disaster.

This report covers January 2020 to June 2020 and the financial years 2020/21 and 2021/22.

About Us
The Bega Valley Community Disaster Relief Fund 
(BVCDRF) is a perpetual disaster relief fund 
established by the Bega Valley Shire Council (BVSC) 
in partnership with the Social Justice Advocates 
of the Sapphire Coast (SJA). The Memorandum of 
Understanding was executed on 20 January 2020.

The Community Disaster Relief Fund aims to:

• provide a single, trusted charitable fund where 
members of the public and organisations can 
donate money to assist victims of natural 
disasters that occur in the Bega Valley Shire;

• ensure that all monies donated are used solely 
on assisting residents who have suffered as a 
result of natural disasters;

• provide tax deductibility for the donations; 
• provide a clear definition of a natural disaster 

event; and
• ensure transparency of receipt, oversight, 

allocation and acquittal of all funds donated.

The Fund’s Management Committee will listen to 
community need and aims to respond in a timely, 
fair and efficient way with an eye on needs not being 
met by government agencies and other charitable 
organisations.

Grants from the Fund will seek to address everyday 
health and wellbeing issues in an effort to meet 
critical and acute needs like (but not limited to) fuel, 
firewood, household appliances, clothing and more.

During December, January and February of 2020, a 
period now known as the Black Summer, 466 homes 
were lost across the full breadth of the region. Real 
people and families are behind each of the properties 
destroyed. With these events also comes deep and 
lasting scars on local agriculture, business, industry, 
infrastructure and the environment – which in their 
own way hurt and jeopardise the future of local 
people.

Working with the trusted and tuned minds and ability 
of the Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire Coast 
the Bega Valley Community Disaster Relief Fund 
(BVCDRF) was born.

The management and governance structure of the 
BVCDRF was taking shape in late 2019 when the 
impact of bushfire started to build once again. Those 
events delayed and slowed progress but also inspired 
and energised the need to push on.
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Our people
The committee is made up of 8 members in total.
• Three members of the Social Justice Advocates (SJA)
• two Bega Valley Shire Councillors
• two community members and 
• one Council nominated employee.

Current Committee Members

Name Representing Dates acted

Michael Brosnan Social Justice Advocates January 2020

Jan Midena Social Justice Advocates July 2021

Naomi White Social Justice Advocates August 2022

Cr Cathy Griff BVSC Councillor January 2022

Cr Liz Seckold BVSC Councillor September 2020

Iliada Bolton BVSC Employee January 2020

Colin Dunn Community representative January 2020

Ange Kane Community representative January 2020

Previous Committee Members (since commencement of MOU)

Name Representing Dates acted 

Cr Russell Fitzpatrick BVSC Councillor January 2020 – September 2020

Cr Sharon Tapscott BVSC Councillor January 2020 – September 2020

Cr Jo Dodds BVSC Councillor September 2020 – December 2021

Karen Gillespie Social Justice Advocates January 2020 – July 2021

Belinda Morris Social Justice Advocates January 2020 – May 2020

Dianne Beckett Social Justice Advocates April 2020 – August 2022

Chairperson’s report
This report covers the period since execution of the 
Memorandum of Understanding between Bega Valley 
Shire Council and the Social Justice Advocates of the 
Sapphire Coast in January 2020. 

During the reporting period, our local government area 
experienced the Black Summer Bushfires of 2019/2020 
and 8 floods.

Cr Liz Seckold 
Deputy Mayor, Bega Valley Shire Council

Michael Brosnan 
Chair, Social Justice Advocates
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Supporting disaster recovery activities

January 2020 to June 2020

April 2020
The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia donated $148,000 and 
the Greek Orthodox Charitable Foundation donated $177,000 to the 
fund. 

Villers-Bretonneux rises for Cobargo. Over 1000 people participated 
in a solidarity march in Villers-Bretonneux as part of a fundraising 
campaign for our bushfire recovery. $37,000 was raised for two 
local government areas. At the request of the Villers-Bretonneux 
community, the Bega Valley funds were used within the Cobargo 
area.

Photograph: Over 1000 people participated in a solidarity march in 
Villers-Bretonneux as part of a fundraising campaign for our bushfire 
recovery. (Photo credit: Sir John Monash Centre and ADF).

May 2020
Council ran a procurement process to appoint a bookkeeper for the 
fund. This moved the accounting from the treasurer of SJA to an 
independent bookkeeper due to the significant increase in activity 
as a result of the memorandum of understanding. The successful 
applicant was Sapphire Coast Bookkeeping and Payroll Service.

July 2020 to June 2021
Since July 2020, the BVCDRF committee initiated four rounds of funding.

July 2020
A pilot scheme in Cobargo received 67 applications with 56 
individuals and families being supported for bushfire relief through 
the fund. $35,724.08 was equally distributed. 

The Bega Valley Community Disaster Relief Fund received a 
$50,000 donation from funds raised in Lae City in Port Morseby. 
The donation was provided to the fund by the Rotary Club of 
Merimbula.

The Bega Valley Community Disaster Relief Fund made its first 
round of payments to community members affected by the Black 
Summer bushfires.

Round 1 was launched.

351 Applications were received for Round 1. 316 applicants were 
distributed $500.00 each from the fund. 

A further 33 individuals and families were supported over the following months, with applications 
continuing to be received by the committee.

November 2020
Round 3 officially opened. 

Community groups and organisations delivering support services for bushfire impacted people in the 
Bega Valley Shire were encouraged to apply for funding. The focus was to support delivery of mental 
health projects, programs and events.

December 2020
More than $13,000 was donated to the Bega Valley Community Disaster Relief Fund by the organisers of 
the Dental Fireaid NSW conference.

March 2021
Round 3 funding  supported the following programs, projects and events:

• Festival to support mental health recovery and help build community resilience and positive social 
change

• Handmade storage units for families who lost their homes in the fires
• Two reflection retreats (north and south) for women from fire affected communities
• Fresh food hampers for those affected by the fires
• Community event with focus on healing and collective mental wellbeing held in Eden 
• Collection, repair and distribution of pre loved garden tools to those who lost them in the fires
• Series of community events across the fire grounds of Bega Valley to restore community happiness 

and reduce anxiety
• Community hub with a Terracycle information session. These recycling units will be placed in 

businesses, services and schools to bring awareness to waste issues.
• Fashion show event responded to support women in their need for connection in an area where 

opportunities are extremely limited.

Our objectives and activities
The objectives of the Bega Valley Disaster Relief Fund are:

All funds received will either be:

• allocated by the Community Disaster Relief Fund Management Committee directly to those residents 
adversely affected by natural disasters via specific grant programs; or

• contributed to a community group providing support services/disaster recovery activities; or 
• donated to Australian charities who will manage the distribution of donated monies to victims of natural 

disasters affecting the Bega Valley community on behalf of the Community Disaster Relief Fund.
• The allocation of funds will take into account the other emergency agencies, including but not limited to; 

Salvation Army, St Vincent De Paul, Anglicare, Uniting Church, Red Cross, Local Emergency Management 
Committee (LEMC) and their respective roles and responsibilities.
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July 2021 to June 2022

July 2021
Launch Round 4 

76 applications, 34 
approved. Value 
$232,159.28

August 2021
Additional applications: 31 received, 23 approved. Value 
$136,944.07

Round 4 closed. 

The committee resolved to retain a balance of $50,000 for the 
perpetual fund.

June 2021
The final round of funding for the Bushfires and 
floods experienced in the Bega Valley LGA over 
the previous two years was announced in June 
2021. Applications continued to be accepted until 
August 2021. 

1 application approved $ 3,916.00 

By June 2021 the 
fund had supported 
405 individual 
applications and 
12 community led 
projects, programs 
and events focusing 
on alleviating 
community anxiety 
and stress.

50 donations were 
received by the 
fund in the 2021 
financial year totalling 
$147,028.85. 

Fund balance at 
30 June 2021  
$480,527.84

The fund received total

donations of $761,660.60
as at 30 June 2021

The fund balance at 30 June 2022

$109,800.74

Summary of funding distribution | 
reporting period

Funding rounds distributed to the community were as follows:

Cobargo Pilot  $35,724.08

Round 1  $158,000.00

Round 2 (extension of round 1)  $16,500.00

Round 3  $71,183.70

Round 4  $369,103.35

Total Distribution: $579,327.43

Supporting disaster recovery activities 
During the financial year 2021/2022, the committee focused on:

• Continuing to receive funding applications and distribution for Round 4. Calling for applications in round 4 of 
the distribution closed in August 2021.

• Discussing the role of the committee in supporting other community initiatives, including the sanitation 
project being facilitated by Council’s recovery support service.

• Identify and invite service providers to provide advice on community needs.

• Reviewing the challenges and opportunities experienced over the previous two years. 

• Review the governance of the committee, including membership and reporting obligations of the 
memorandum of understanding. 

Meetings Held

There have been 34 meetings of the committee held since commencement of the fund.

• FY2020 – 14
• FY2021 – 15
• FY2022 – 5
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Our finances
Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire Coast is registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 
Commission (ACNC). 

Donations from businesses, groups and individuals provide a cash reserve to provide financial assistance and support 
for Bega Valley Shire residents who have been impacted by natural disaster.

The following are the expenses incurred for administration expenses incurred for fund management. This excludes 
salaries and wages of executive support provided by Bega Valley Shire Council that would equate to approximately 10 
hours support for each meeting of the committee. During the funding rounds, council provided at least another 10.5 
hours per week in administration to manage the application process.

Actuals 19/20 Actuals 20/21 Actuals 21/22 Total Actuals

Stationery & Office Consumables - 55 0 55

Food & Catering Costs - 55 0 55

Inventory Issued from Store - 0 17 17

Consultants - 0 250 250

Contractors - 2,640 813 3,453

Lease/Rental Expenses 68 605 160 833

68 3,355 1,240 4,663

Income Statement

Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire Coast Incorporated 
For the year ended 31 March 2022

Financial statements
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Balance Sheet

Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire Coast Incorporated 
As at 31 March 2022
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Balance Sheet

Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire Coast Incorporated 
As at 31 June 2022

Balance Sheet

Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire Coast Incorporated 
As at 31 March 2022

Profit and Loss

Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire Coast Incorporated 
For the year ended 31 March 2022
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Thank you
Previous members

• Cr Russell Fitzpatrick
• Cr Sharon Tapscott
• Cr Jo Dodds
• Karen Gillespie
• Belinda Morris
• Dianne Beckett 

Members
• Michael Brosnan
• Jan Midena
• Cr Cathy Griff
• Cr Liz Seckold 
• Iliada Bolton
• Colin Dunn
• Ange Kane 
• Naomi White

Large donors 
• Andrew McKinlay
• Anne Conley
• Australian Sikh 

Association Ltd
• Bega Valley Shire 

Council
• Belle Palmer
• Browne Heartson
• Cara Maxworkthy & 

Joseph Byrne
• Club Sapphire
• Corporate Financial 

Services

• Dallys Bake
• Dashiell Gantner
• Denmark Village 

Theater
• Dental Fire Aid
• Diane Haskel
• Donation from Cobar
• FSCG CWA Far South 

Coast Group
• GBS Mobile
• Hearts Of Fire
• Henk Van Rooyen
• IMB
• Imogen Von 

Muenchhause
• Jacqueli Perret
• JGM & JM Dessens
• Johan Claessen
• Karen Gillespie & Ian 

McLiesh
• Kate Hartemink
• Kerry Pennington
• Little Athletics ACT
• Little Things Parkland
• Luke Meessmann
• Malcolm Moore
• Medina Prope
• Merimbula Nominees
• Nippon Paper 

Resources Australia 
PTY. LTD.

• Ocean & Earth
• Old Boys of Harris 

Daishowa and South 
East Fibre Export

• Our Friends Electric
• P J Bradley
• Penny Hambling and 

Tim Shepherd
• Peter & Marilyn Hillery
• Peter and Karin Riordan
• Peter Hiller
• Probus Club
• Robert Gillespie
• Rotary Merimbula
• SALCO
• Sidney Myer Fund
• Sosuke Shiokawa
• STEKI Taverna
• Steven Whan
• Street Smart Australia
• Sutherland Shire
• Tathra Op Shop
• Tathra Uniting Church 

Op Shop
• The Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of 
Australia 

• The Greek Orthodox 
Charitable Foundation

• Timothy Ryan - Scratch 
Art

• Veris Eden
• Victoria Balfour
• Villers-Bretonneux, 

France
• Wollongong Chinese 

Sydney ASS.

Profit and Loss

Social Justice Advocates of the Sapphire Coast Incorporated 
For the 12 months ended 30 June 2022
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How you can help

Attachments
Auditors Report

The public are invited to contribute to the fund 
on a regular basis to build up a reserve for 
future natural disaster responses.

Make a donation

Account Name: SJA Disaster Relief Fund

BSB: 633 000  |  Account Number: 171 166 317

For more information visit
begavalley.nsw.gov.au/community/bega-valley-community-disaster-relief-fund
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