
 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We wish to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the lands and waters of the Shire, the people of the Yuin 
nation and pay our respect to elder’s past, present and emerging. 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 
Most respondents feel that our community only occasionally positively acknowledges young 
people in the community.  
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Please see Appendix 1 For full list of Youth Led Project Ideas 
 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

APPENDIX 1 LIST OF YOUTH LED PROJECTS IDENTIFIED  
 

1. Sports facilities and clubs were suggested in 59 responses 
o 22 related to a specific town/locality 
o One response suggested ‘more sports grounds/skate parks in the smaller localities. 

 
• Themes across sports facilities and clubs’ responses: 

o Skatepark facilities – mentioned in 22 responses. One of these suggested indoor 
skate facilities.  One related, additional response suggested a roller skate rink. 

o Trampolining /Flipout style facility – suggested in 6 responses. 
o Mountain bike facilities – suggested in 4 responses.  Three of these specifically 

related to Eden, 1 to Pambula Pony club area.  
o Basketball facilities – suggested in 4 responses. Two of these related to 

Merimbula/Fishpen, 1 to Evans Park in Kalaru. 
o Indoor sporting facilities were suggested in 3 responses, including one naming 

indoor cricket, futsal, laser tag as desired indoor options. An additional response 
suggested a roller-skating rink. 

o Two responses mentioned development of equine facilities and opportunities. 
o Gym facilities were suggested in 2 responses, one nominating a ‘youth gym’. 
o An expanded range of team sports was suggested in one response (e.g. volleyball, 

softcrosse/lacrosse, spikeball or softball). 
o Other specific sports and clubs suggested (in single responses included): a gun range, 

boxing club, sky diving, cliff jumping, motor bike track, surf clubs. 

 
2. Gathering spaces were suggested in 32 responses. 
• Two responses related to specific areas (one to Bega, one to Eden) 
• A common theme was the suggestion of indoor, or undercover, gathering spaces for young 

people. 
• Ideas in this category were focused away from sports (and drinking) activities, and included: 

café-type spaces, areas for eating together, increased mall facilities, games (board, DnD), 
pool tables, ping pong tables, musical instruments available, drawing/painting, computers 
available, cultural groups, bookable rooms, inclusion of a small library.  

• One response suggested the pools be set up as communal spaces for hanging out. 
• Concept of a Youth space as a ‘second home’ (described in detail in one response). 
• Need seen for gathering spaces that are available after school, after 5pm, and are safe. 
• One response suggested ‘a gathering place for youth in all bigger towns’.  
• One response mentioned a need for community halls for not for profit groups, including 

storage area – these are a Council-maintained community asset already present in many 
localities, though conditions and availability may vary (could be further investigated). 

• Also note alignment with potential for BVSC-operated Youth Space in Bega to be further 
developed for this purpose 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

3. Activities and events for young people were suggested in 30 responses. 
• range of ideas covered. 
• Some included specifically: on weekends/Fri & Saturday nights, for teenagers/specific age 

groups, free/low cost, to connect people and facilitate socialising. 
• Ideas included:  

o events at local community halls, dance events (e.g. dance-a-thon), movie nights (in 
localities other than just the movies in Merimbula, drive-in), more markets (e.g. 
farmers markets), activities (e.g. like Science week), games nights, bigger games 
venue (like Top Fun) 

o clubs/groups for specific interests e.g. climate action group, mental health support 
group, cultural/diverse groups, surfing groups, beach volleyball,  

o one response suggested courses for upskilling in practical skills such as fixing 
household items and needs. 

o festivals and social events e.g. food trucks, eating/food, like Share-the-love, fun gala 
sporting days, performance opportunities, giant waterslide event down the main 
street, beach party day, like Bega show. 

o Eight responses specifically mentioned music festivals/concerts – including one 
suggesting a bush doof. 

o Three responses suggested cinema facilities, e.g. in Bega or outdoors. 
• Transport/accessibility noted as a barrier to attending activities and events. 
• Additional response (to the 30) x describing advertising letting young people know 

 
4. Arts & cultural facilities & activities were suggested in 19 responses. 
• This category has some overlap with festivals/events but differs in having primary focus on 

creative and intellectual aspects. 
• Writing club/competition, intellectual activities, creative outlets like art e.g. local art, 

community artwork projects e.g. murals (on skate bowl or water tank suggested), 
community art exhibition/performance space (e.g. performance, instillations, 
presentations), theatre group/drama school (after school or holidays), a music school, music 
groups, youth dance and performance development opportunities, cultural groups 

• Eden - youth collaboration space (in what was the VIC, once this moves to the wharf) 
including youth events and space with high school students to work on homework 

• Bega-based theatre group 
• Tathra as location for gallery/presentation space for youth projects. 

 
5. Parks, nature spaces, beaches were suggested in 19 responses. 

• Specific aspects commented on included: 
o Green grass and trees 
o For picnics and socialising 
o Well-maintained parks, e.g. Eden, park at Tura, bigger park in Bega 
o Upgraded facilities e.g. ramps at Mitches Jetty and Spencers Park, shelters, 

picnic tables, benches 
o Environmental aspects important e.g. rehabilitation of land and river systems, 

support endangered wildlife (e.g. koalas) 
o Pride in beaches, coastal walks 

 



 

 

6. Shops were mentioned in 10 responses  
• Six responses spoke about wanting more/bigger shops, malls.  
• One mentioned not closing Target in Merimbula 
• Other specific shops mentioned included: more hardware and convenience stores, KFC, 

Woolworths, rebel Sport, 7-Eleven, Boost. 

 
7. Roads and transport were mentioned in 9 responses 
• Five responses suggested better/smoother transport/roads 
• Specific roads mentioned: tar Kameruka road, upgrades to local roads around Merimbula 
• More frequent and reliable transport system (could apply to public transport, as well as or in 

addition to roads/private cars) 
• Bike path from Bega to Tathra mentioned in terms of facilitating transport between areas. 

 
8. School and education were mentioned in 9 responses. 

• Responses mentioned a range of aspects, including facilities, scholarships and 
support. 

 
9. Higher learning was mentioned in 5 responses. Responses were generally around more 

opportunities. 

 
10. Bushfire recovery was mentioned in 9 responses.  Support was generally wanted, but no 

specifics as to how this might look. 
 

11. Support services were raised in 7 responses. 
• Three responses related to a need for mental health support. 
• Two responses mentioned drug and alcohol support. 
• A youth refuge was suggested in one response. 
• One other response suggested equine assisted therapies be more readily available. 

 
12. Gaming shops and activities mentioned in 6 responses. 

 
13. Employment and Career were mentioned in 5 responses.  This was around more 

opportunities, including for carpenters and trades. 

 
14. Pool facilities were mentioned in 5 responses.  This included upgrades and remaining open 

longer. 
 
15. Bike paths connecting towns were specifically mentioned in 3 responses. 
• Responses relate to the ideas of: 

o Transport and linking towns 
o Social connection & interaction 

• One response suggested a bike track from Bermagui to Tathra. 
• One response suggested a bike path from Bega to Tathra. 
• One response was general ‘bike paths connecting towns. 



 

 

 
16. Youth involvement in decision making and youth support projects were mentioned in 3 

responses. 

 
17. Technology access mentioned in 3 responses 

 
18. Support for businesses to stay open mentioned in 3 responses. 

 
19. Environmental concerns and climate change were raised in 3 responses.  An additional 

response suggested more accessible recycling facilities. 
 

20. Indigenous acknowledgement spoken about in 2 responses. 
 

21. Council rates were mentioned in 2 responses. 
 

22. Support and encouragement for girls to play sport was mentioned in 2 responses.  
 

23. Tools to address Racism and discrimination was mentioned in 2 responses.  
 

24. Drought support was spoken in 1 response, and another 1 response spoke of increased 
weather station facilities. 

 
25. Increasing/improving tourist attractions were suggested in 2 responses, one specifically 

relating to outside of the summer period.  

 
26. More STEM and tech focused groups and workshops were suggested in 2 responses.  A 

further response had detailed suggestions around expanded library offerings and programs 
(ss) e.g. human library, skeleton library, artists in residence, board game library etc.  
 

A number of responses called for facilities in specific localities.  These included (non-exhaustive): 
• Tura Beach – bike/walking paths, skate parks and social areas for young people.  
• Kalaru oval (Evans Park) (a) – further development, basketball facilities. 
• Eden (c) – gyms, skateparks, mountain bike/bike tracks, basketball courts. 
• Merimbula (d) – indoor skatepark, trampolining, skatepark, skate rink basketball, library  
• Bega – youth facilities 
• Pambula – mountain bike track 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END REPORT 


